one does not speak explicitly in political terms. The vital question is, Whose politics and ideology gets advanced -ours or God's? A new third edition might also render the transcription of Hebrew words into their English equivalents more precisely. Kudos to the editor: I noted only two typos: "Genesis 12-60" (p. 54) and "Ancient Near East" (pp. 21ff.). This present work is the first one cited above, an introduction to the environment of the Old Testament. Like the other volumes in the series this short book is designed to stand on its own, providing a helpful background for subsequent study. 
